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iGuillaume Tell is one of those monuments
in the history of opera that is surprisingly 

little known to the broad operatic public, and, at least
during the last century, was seldom staged.  

Almost immediately after its premiere at the Paris 
Opéra on August 3, 1829, it was realized by musicians

and critics that this was a far-reaching masterpiece, 
and indeed, this opera’s influence on composers 
in the nineteenth century, including Meyerbeer, 

Verdi and Wagner, was deep and lasting.  
Changes and cuts were made by Rossini up to and

beyond the Paris premiere (Jemmy’s aria, for instance,
was cut, and Mathilde was excised from the fourth act
entirely); and then there were so many versions of the

score, some produced with Rossini’s collaboration, 
that it became difficult to know exactly what the “real”
Guillaume Tell looked and sounded like, at least until
the critical edition edited by Elizabeth C. Bartlet  came

out in 1992,  the two hundredth anniversary 
of Rossini’s birth.

Recorded live at Festival Rossini in Wildbad, 7/2013
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