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Complete Oboe Sonatas by Georg Friedrich 
Händel and Johann Sigismund Weiss

Concert Royal Köln

M 56889

SACD Hybrid

4012476568898

Partially First Recording

Why should things be more fair in musical history than elsewhere? Here, too, the 
wall that stands between fame and obscurity is very thin and, moreover, rather 
arbitrarily erected. But it can be unsurmountably high. Coincidences, small vicis-
situdes of life can decide between success and failure in the eyes of posterity. The 
composers whose works we find on this recording are prime examples of this. On 
the one hand, George Frideric Handel, the cosmopolitan, widely known composer, 
chapel master to His Majesty, the King of England, and director of the Royal Acad-
emy of Music, who hardly needs any further introduction, and, on the other hand, 
Johann Sigismund Weiss. Who?

The name Weiss only brings to mind Sylvius Leopold, the famous lutenist at the 
Dresden court, acquainted with Bach – this was the older brother of our Weiss. He, 
too, was a professional musician, and, as his works show, one who was entirely on 
a par with his brother, indeed even with Handel – but he never became famous. 
He was born ca. 1690 in Breslau, and died in Mannheim in 1737. We hardly know 
anything about his life and work. From 1708 to 1718, he was lutenist of the Elec-
toral Palatinate court chapel in Düsseldorf, subsequently – until 1723 – he held the 
same position in Mannheim. There he advanced to court Kapellmeister. But his path 
crossed that of Handel.

It would be interesting to check the works blindly. Close your eyes and decide: Hän-
del or Weiss? Who knows...
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